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Dar-Hi Hotel in Nefta, Tunisia, at the deserl's gate
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In an extreme place such as scuthen Tunisia, on the edge of the desert, awarengss of the
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environment is essential. And il 15 even more $0 in a holel, a facdily wath a significant Old"r"e'deg," ,al_'lcmteltr, FRG
delia provincia di Milano

impact on ils social and eavironmental surroundings in which case i 15 imporiant not to
draw {00 heavity on the scarce natural rasources available on the sile.

Tre village of Neftais famaous for iis natural geological wonders and its palm trees, and
renowned as ihe setking of the film *Star Wars”™.
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The iocal architectura 1s based on use of solid ochre bricks of rammed earth with palm
vood roofs and dogrs. The same maleripts wera used in the hotel designed by Matali
Crasset for the Hi-Life hotel chan. vath which the architect is werking since some fime.
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Fiom the outdoor spaces 1o the intenor dasign and {he building itsel, tne French architect
based her research on the harmonious inclusion of the building into Itssetting on the
edge of the vitage and tha desert, using only local malerials without resoriing 10 any
imports.
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¥ha spa waters cotne directly from a hol sping that heats ihe hammam and the swimming
pool and 15 also usad o rnigale the oasis.
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The warm hues of the walls were created with ame and natural colouning matenals, while
the furnishungs were made by local craftspeople.

And s an 0asis of rest was buill in an gasis on {he edge of the desert, mibng its impact on
the fragile balance of its natural surroundings

Design: Malah Crassat. hitp:{fwww.mataliciasset.com
Location: Nefta, Turigia

Link: hitp:ifwww hi-life.nel. hitp:fiweew dar-ni.net
Photographs: Jéréme SPRIET
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